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THE LA SALLE EXPLORER
VOL. VII. NO. 5,____________________________________________________________ APRIL/MAY 1990

Simmons Unanimous Player-Of-The-Year
The dream of every young athlete is to
one day rise to the top of his sport, to be
noticed and recognized for a job well done.
Lionel Simmons, who had this very
same dream while growing up on the
playgrounds of South Philadelphia, has
seen the dream come true.
Two weeks after the La Salle season
ended with a heartbreaking loss to Clemson
in the second round of the NCAA tourna
ment, Simmons continued to reap the
awards brought about by a spectacular
senior season on the hardwood.
In recent weeks, the L-Train has copped
many of the top college basketball awards
in the country. The following is a list of
Player of the Year awards that Simmons has
received: AP, UPI, Joe Lapchick/Basketball Hall of Fame, Eastman Kodak, U.S.
Basketball Writers Association/Mercedes
Benz, World Almanac, Naismith, Dick
Vitale/ESPN, Cawood Leford Productions
of Lexington, Kentucky, the Metro Atlan
tic Athletic Conference and the Philadel
phia Big 5 Player of the Year. It was the
third consecutive year that Simmons was
the MAAC and Big 5 recipient.
The 6'6" forward also joined some high
company when he was named the winner of
the 14th annual John R. Woodenaward, the
most prestigious award in the country. The
Wooden Award is given to the college
basketball player who best exemplified the
NCAA student-athlete role on the court as

well as in the classroom. Gary Payton of
Oregon State was runner-up for the award.
Simmons joins past winners such as Sean
Elliot (1989), Danny Manning (1988),
Michael Jordan (1984) and Larry Bird
(1979).
Simmons, who averaged 26.5 points and
11.1 rebounds a game last season, was also
named to numerous All-American Teams.
He was named to the first team of these
All-American teams: John R. Wooden,
National Association of Basketball
Coaches(NABC), AP, UPI, US Basketball
Writers Association, World Almanac, The
National, Basketball Times, Basketball
Weekly, and Scripps-Howard.

career at 20th and Olney. As a freshman,
Simmons averaged 20.3 points per game in
a starting role with the Explorers. Those
numbers increased when Simmons was a
sophomore as he averaged 23.3 points. As a
junior, Simmons put up his highest offen
sive numbers, scoring at a 28.4 points per
game clip.
The awards are nice, satisfying even, but
not all of Lionel Simmons’ dreams have
come true just yet. All Simmons has to do is
keep dreaming until June. Then, when the
NBA draft begins, that dream will more
than likely be realized within the first ten
selections.
—MARK KRAJNAK

In his senior season for the Explorers,
Simmons became the third-leading scorer
in NCAA Division I history as he compiled
3,217 points throughout his outstanding

Growing Pains For The Explorers
Com ing off Bob V ivian’s first season as

20-4. Junior D ave M astropietro led the

have been in the Explorers top five batting

coach o f the La Salle baseball team , a

Explorers that day by going three for three

for m ost o f the season.

season in which the Explorers w ent 24-20

w ith tw o hom eruns and three RBIs.
On the pitching front, sophom ore Jeff

and won the M A A C , optim ism was in
excess fo r the current season. U nfortunate
ly, things have not gone as well as was

M astropietro and D eV incent have led La

L aPorta has been the w orkhorse o f the staff.

Salle in hitting fo r m uch o f the season. As o f

H e has pitched alm ost fifteen innings more

this w riting, M astropietro is leading the

than his closest com petitor. H e has the most

a very young one featuring only three

team in batting average and stolen bases

victories on the staff and is also am ong the

seniors and six juniors. Because o f the

and is tied for the team lead in hom eruns.

M A A C South and Philadelphia leaders in

team ’s youth, there is no doubt that the

He is also am ong the M A A C South and

that category. He also is am ong the leaders

Explorers will steadily im prove with age.

P hiladelphia area leaders in batting and

in strikeouts. G ary R oberts has also been

hoped. The 1990 edition o f the Explorers is

In some cases, they already have.
La Salle began the year on a good note by

hom ers. D eV incent is third on the team in

strong by leading in ERA and pitching the

batting, is tied for the lead in hom ers and

only shutout on the team . Besides his

leads La Salle in runs batted in.

pitching efforts, Roberts is also leading La

w inning its first two gam es of the season as
part o f a w eek-long tournam ent at Florida

Salle in hitting at this juncture (with
Tw o new com ers who have definately

Atlantic U niversity. H ow ever, since that

m ade an im pact have been a pair o f

start, the Explorers have proven to be a bit

freshm en, D an Karbach and M .J. Lewin.

inconsistent, sprinkling a few w ins around

K arbach, from Cherry Hill East High

a pair o f losing streaks.

School, is second on La Salle in hits and is

one-third less at-bats than others in the top
five). A s o f this w riting, senior M ike
O ’C onnor w as leading the Explorers in
saves and w as am ong the M A A C South
leaders in saves.

leading in doubles. L ew in, from Cherry
Their best stretch o f the year cam e in

Hill W est H igh S chool, is third on the team

early April when they won three out o f four

in hom eruns and second in runs batted in.

gam es

Both players are hitting above .300 and

against

Philadelphia

rival

St.

Joseph’s 18-6 and M A A C foes Fairfield
(2-0) and St. P eter’s (5-4). Junior Gary
Roberts was instrumental in two o f those
wins as he pitched a seven inning com plete
game against Fairfield and picked up the
save against S t. P eter’s (a gam e he started at
third base by going 2 fo r 4 with an RBI). For
his efforts, Roberts was nam ed the M AAC
South Pitcher o f the W eek.
The victory over St. Joseph’s was the
E xplorers’ second largest winning m argin
o f the season. Junior Rich D eV incent had
the gam e o f gam es that day by collecting
four hits in four at-bats with a double, two
hom eruns, two w alks, three runs scored
and eight RBIs.
La S alle’s biggest victory o f the season
cam e against Spring G arden by a score of

DeVincent gives Explorers hope fo r the future

— M ARK H A TO FF

Softball Readies To Defend MAAC Title
When the 1989 softball season drew to a
close, the La Salle Explorer squad sat in the
most enviable of positions among their peers.
They were the 1989 Metro Atlantic Athletic
Conference Champions. After surviving an
intense four-game card, two games of which
were decided by one run, the Exploreres
surfaced to the top to become the best in the
MAAC. En route to their crowning La Salle
snuffed the hopes of the Fordham Lady Rams,
the host Army Cadets and the Fairfield Lady
Stags, who drew the unfortunate task of facing
the Blue and Gold twice.
At the conclusion of the tournament, five La
Salle players were named to the All-MAAC
team. They were Pam Sawyer, Sandy Davis,
Mary McGrath, Toni D‘Allesandro and Karen
Boylan.
But as clear as these memorable visions of
prowess are, the La Salle Explorers must
remember that 1990 is a new year and passions
are running high with the knowledge that a new
champion will soon be crowned. This season,
ten other MAAC teams will be vying for the
number one calling, the largest of any previous
MAAC Tournaments.

coach Rick Pohlig appears to have readied his
Explorers for the challenge. They have cruised
to victory this season, registering wins in the
double figures, while the losses have been few
and far between.
The Explorers strengths are numerous, but lie
mostly in the arm of sophomore hurler Andrea
Huck. The Glen Burnie, Maryland, pitching
standout has a 0.98 through 21 games, with 78
strikeouts. Huck is joined on the mound by
junior Kate Carroll, who has equally as impres
sive numbers.

Sawyer prepares fo r steal attempt
In 1990, the MAAC Championship returns to
Patriot Park in Allentown, PA., after a one-year
hiatus, thus giving La Salle the dual role of host
and defending champion. The dates are set for
April 27-29 with an 11-team double-elimina
tion format.
Repeating as back-to-back champions in any
sport is a task laced with difficulty, but head

Offensively, the La Salle line-up runs deep
with hitting talent. Senior captain Pam Sawyer
has been a model of consistency, hitting at a
.367 clip. Complementing her in the power
department have been junior Mary McGrath
and freshman Kelli McGahey. McGrath leads
the team in homeruns and RBI’s, while as just a
freshman, McGahey has established herself as a
hitter (.300) and a base stealer (14-15).
The talent is evident in 1990, as is the
possibility of a repeat crowning.
— DAWN WRIGHT

Coaches Announce New Recruits
FIELD HOCKEY: Head coach Mary
McCracken has signed four outstanding recruits
to a team that is graduating only two seniors.
The signees are as follows:
Dawn Aufiero (Crestwood High/Mountaintop, PA) was a member of the 1988 State
Championship Team as well as being named the
Comets Unsung Hero and Most Versatile Player
of the Year at Crestwood.
Nicole Manente (Middletown High/Red
Bank, NJ) captained her squad during her senior
season and received the Coaches Award for
Distinguished Performance.
The Explorer’s furthest recruit comes from
the state of Connecticut. Rachel Raffile (North
Branford High/Northford, CT) will play at the
forward position and is a welcome addition to
the team.
Coach McCracken was also fortunate enough
to land a transfer from Davis & Elkins College in

West Virginia. The transfer is Kim Aqlidian
(St. Joseph’s/Williamstown. NJ) who was a
participant in the 1988 Garden State Games and
also the South Jersey Senior All-Star Game.
Aqlidian was named 1st Team All-Atlantic
County in 1987-88 and awarded the Coaches
Award that same year. Aqlidian was also the
senior captain of her high school squad in 1988.
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL: If bigger means
better, head coach John Miller will have much
to look forward to with this year’s incoming
class. Of his four recruits, none stand shorter
than 5' 11".
The new signees include 5 '11" forward Lisa
Auman (Daniel Boone High/Birdsboro, PA);
6'0" forward/center Lori Hamilton (Gallia
Academy/Gallipolis, OH); 5'11" forward
Mary Heller (Forest City Regional/Uniondale,
PA) and Butler County Community College (El

Dorado, KS) transfer, 6'0" forward Tina
Tunink of Calhan, Colorado.
Combine these new additions with an already
strong nucleus of Explorers and the prospects
seem bright for coach Miller and his staff.
SOFTBALL: Pitching standout Vicki Dough
erty (Upper Moreland High/Hatboro, PA), a
junior college transfer from Penn State-Ogontz
has dominated the Eastern Pennsylvania Colle
giate Conference for the past two seasons. Next
year, Dougherty will bring her skills to La Salle
and should make an immediate impact for the
Explorers.
In addition, Coach Rick Pohlig has also
signed Tumersville, New Jersey native Peggy
McCarron who has been pitching well for her
high school, Washington Township.
— BRIAN FISHER

The Market Value Of Number 22
With the retiring of Lionel Simmons’ number 22 jersey, La Salle laid to rest a number which has scored many points for the Blue and Gold. In the last
three wearings, the number 22 jersey has scored 1000+ ,2000+ and 3000+ points for the Explorers. Here is a run down of the last few men to wear the
number 22 and also their achievements.

K U R T K A N A S K IE

'7 6 -8 0

105 g a m e s

1356 p o in ts

1 2 .9 p ts

STEV E BLACK

'8 1 -8 5

102 g a m e s

2 0 1 2 p o in ts

1 9 .7 p ts

L IO N E L S IM M O N S

'8 6 -9 0

131 g a m e s

3 2 1 7 p o in ts

2 4 .6 p ts

Before that, the number had been worn by Hubie Marshall from 1964-67, good for 1,576 points (21.3 pts.), Greg Gannon and Jimmy Wolkiewicz.
Research compiled by Thomas Meier
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